IQ2             THE  STEELYARD  IX LONDON.

against   the by-la\vs   of  the house as   to   habits or
morals were heavily fined.    If refractory they  were
often imprisoned, and  at times even the aid of the
English constables would be called in. But this was not
frequent.    The Hanseatics preferred to manage their
own  affairs, and keep  themselves distinct from the
natives among whom they dwelt.    In criminal cases
the jury, as is still the custom in England under similar
conditions, was composed half of Englishmen, half of
Germans.    At nine every evening the portals of the
various  dwelling-houses   were  closed,   and   the  key
given to one of the masters, who took turns   to fill
this office.    Whoever played at dice in his room at
the tavern, whoever entertained non-Hanseatics, who-
ever let a woman cross the precincts of the Steelyard
paid a heavy sum, of which half went to the infor-
mant.    Cleanliness  was  severely   imposed   both  in
person and in the use of the common sleeping and
packing rooms.    The fine for contravention  in this
respect was paid   in   wax,   not   in  money.    It   was
employed for the candles which the Hanseatics kept
burning on their behalf in the church of All  Hal-
lows the More.    Opprobrious language towards one
another, blows or drawing of knives was fined by a
hundred shillings paid into the common fund ; a high
sum truly if we consider that five pounds sterling was
worth, in the fourteenth century, about four times its
present value.    They were even forbidden to fence or
to play tennis with their English neighbours under
jut paying a penalty of twenty shillings.

Every merchant was bound to have in readiness in
his room a full suit of armour, and all the needful